PLAYBOY INTERVIEW: DONALD TRUMP

A candid conversation with TV's favorite rich guy aboul money, women,
hair, Omarosa, parenthood, Viagra and the value of a little ‘a.{*{/ promolion
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pLAYBOY: Let's begin with the most fun
damental question of all. What's inside
your waller?

TRUMP: [Reaching into his pocket] Not
much money, actually, A Platinum Amer-
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PLAYBOZY

projects and, let's see, three $1 hills. One
has a picture of my father on it. The
other two are from bets | won.

pLAYBOY: But aren’t you supposed Lo be
a ballionaire?

TRUMP: | EUess £5 hillion or more 15 the
latest Rgure.

pLAYBOY: And vou have only 33 in yvour
wallet? What's the deal

mumP: Honestly, [ don't :i_ll'll.li much
during the day. | virmally never have to
pay for things with cash. 've never used
an ATM. Of
O ISy, u:lll [ h.ﬂ"l"I I"‘ll-ll.l"“j'; '.'rl I:‘-‘Ll

ing accounts, But 1 don't handle cash a
lot When 1 go 1o restaurants, especially
since The Apprentice, | always get free
meals—"0h please, Mr. Trump, there's
no charge”—even if I'm there
with 10 or 15 people. The s
part is, if 1 were someone who
necded money 1'd have 1o pay

PLAYBOY: You came close 1o
bankruptcy during the real
estate slamp of the early 1990s,
and the New York tabloids
mocked you for vears. What's it
like being king of the hill again?
TRUMP: Tt's an amazing thing
and a great honor, [ had a really
high profile before and didn'i
think it could be higher. 1 was
on the cover of Time, Newseak,
Fortune, PLAYBOY, yOUu name it,
long before The Apprentice, but
there's even more heat this time,
Certainly a businessperson on
television has never had any

thing close 1o this success. It's
like being a rock star, Six people
do nothing but sort my mail

People come in and want my
secretary Robin's autograph, 11
a limo pulls up in front ol
Irump Tower, hundreds of peo

ple -__:.llhr_': around, even if 1t's
not muine, I ask, "Can this be g
normal life?” Maybe it's the
power that comes from having
the hottest show on television,
but people like me much beteer
than they did before The Afrrem

tice. And if you think abour i, all
[ did on the show was fire peo-
ple, which proves how had my reputation

course, | always have access

must have been belore this

PLAYBOY: You must be so sick of heaning
the F waord,

TRUMP: Nah, 1t's actually very cool and
fun
boddy says i, and the funny thing is
evervbody thinks 1'm hearing it for the
“You're fired]™ 1 get it iterally
a hundred nwmes a -.'1.I'!|. Lattle kids come
up to me and say, "Mr. Trump, you're
fired™ and then run away laughing. It
became a mania. VOU'RE FIRED hats and
I-shirts sell like hotcakes. 1t's a beautifil
phirase. It's harsh, it's ugly, it"s mean, bu
i's concige and gets the job done fast

Every nime [ walk outside, some

first nme.

which 15 why 1 love it

g0 pLaveoY: More than 20 million ||r-r-j=||. a

week watched The Agprentice, making it
WNBC's most successiul new sernes in hve
vears. But it also had a certain novelry
thar madde it the watercooler show of the
vear. How will vou up the ante this season?
TRUMP: When vou have the greatest show
on television, you don't W.lr'.-l to make too
many changes, but we've done some
subtle things and, of course, have a new
cast. We have 18 people instead of 16,
and there’s even more hrainpower. We
wanted sparks and high 10s, and we got
the finest applicants from Harvard.
Princeton and Wharton, They're also
very attrictive, Bevond thar we had major
corporations begging to be involved
Cunard wanted us to show the l_{’u""‘.
Mary 2 throughout the show. We'll have

| don’t use a blow-dryer. | comb it.
Once | have it the way | like it, |
spray it and it's good for the doy.

access to the ETCALes restauranls, p];!.‘ ]
we could never have gotten beflore
pLAYBOY: Would vou have a shot at win
ning The Apprentice today if you were 257
TRUMP: | don't think so. T wouldn't have
had the patience these contestants have
had, I also don't know that T'd make the
tremendous commitiment necessary 1o
make it work, | mean, iU's I[rllhlh'll!' i.l.';...!l
winning The Apprenfice would have been
my dream when 1 was 25, bui these kids
go through hell, and | doa't know if 1'd
be w |!I:n-__; o do the same.

pLAYBOY: Why were the most successiul
people from the first season well, al
least Bill and Kwame, the two finalists—
so un-Trump-like, so bland?

TRUMP: They were all great, simart, attrac

tive people, but not one of them is me,
That said, all the apprentices will do well

Bill will make a lot of money over hus
lifetime, and he's going to learn a oo,
Kwame has a Harvard MBA and an in

credible career ahead of him. They're all
articulate and engaging, and you can't
beat the kind of publicity they got. Even
(Oymarosa is doing well, if you believe her

pLAYBOY: Omarosa became one of the
great villains in the history of reality TV
She Lied, she backstabbed, she even "mis

placed” Jessica Simpson, How much ol
that was scripted?

TeRUMP: Honestly, none of it We chose her
over 215,000 applicants, but 1 didn't
know until midway through the show that
she would be such a villain, I got along
wilth her very well, but she was
difficult for people o handle. 1
realized we had something
when people like my dear friend
Regis Philbin started asking me
if she was too 2N wl to be rue, if

we'd concocted her in some way.
11 was all 10O percent Omarosa.
| couldn’t believe she was lying
on camera like she was. She's pod
a problem or something
PLAYBOY: Would you serve as a
job relerence if she asked?
TRuUMP: [t would depend on
what kind of job it is.

pLAYBOY: The chiel executive of
a small company?

TRUMP: Mo, I really don't think
s0, But I might serve as a refer-
ence for her to be on a soap
opera, because | think she'd be
terrific at it, She's wonderful on
I'V, and she gets ratings. 1 just
ildn’t necessarily want her
TUnNMINE my o hurch.

pPLAYBOY: The winner, Bill Ran-
cic, was an online dgar salesman
from a lesser-known college who
tended 0 micromanage on The
Apprentice. Now you're having
him overses a ¢ 1|Jhl..|{mi 90-
story building project in Chica-
go. What if he serews up?
TRUMP: He's working with a
tremendously talented group ol
people who do nothing but put
up towers for me. So in all honesty, 1 don't
think there’s much room for screwups.
PLAYBOY: 1= that code for “Bill won't be
making any decisions”?

TRuMP: Bill will make decisions, and
they'll be important ones, but they will
alwavs be checked by me and others
who've done a lot of thas before

pLayeOY: In real life things haven't been
s rosy lately. Trump Hotels and Casing
Resorts, your one I]llhilt,]} traded enter-
prise, is drowning in billions of dollars of
debt, and the stock price has fallen
According to The New York Times, iUs
hecause vou gither neglected the com-
pany o don't have the vision or ability to
oversee an entertainment conglomerate
TRUMP: The casinos have done very well
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[rivn a business stand point. People agree
ilat they're well run, they look good and
s love them. The only problem

that over the ves Is :."'-I_' ; SCEl A ot H
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ok money out, It's like when you put a
murtgage om your house and take money

hem. Before | took them put li
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it money and bought a lot of real estate
MNew York 1
T whaat's :|.|-:'.--'r-|| with real estate
But that left the
debr, which I'm trving to alleviate,
PLAYBOY: Are vou optimistic about the
rasinos [uture
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pLAYBOY: Ah

il |||n|'__-_5|‘| vour dailly routune

TRUMP: | get up, take o shower and wash

mvy hair. Then |

the '-I nr. Can yvou walk us

read the newspapers
il warch the news on television, and
i hair dries. It takes about an

WiV TN
ow-dryer Uhnce it s

ir. | don't wse a l

Once 1 have it the way |

div I comb it
like it—even r'n--._:.’u r.'llillll..- elye hikes
it—1 spray it and it's good for the day
pLAYBOY: Who cuts it?

TrumP: My girliviend, Melania.

PLAYBOY: You miuist
TRumP: | do. And by the way, sh

re artistic than my har would ind

But she believes that if you like something
the way it 18, you should leave it. She
doesn't fool with the hair She'’s nor tryving
1o reinvent the wheel

PLAYBOY: Lan

Vil \;l'\-l.: n why vl re
tng married again? You haven't been

I ['l!-[l:l:. w for mamrmonal hliss
TRumP: That's an 14
coming from pLaysoy, Melania s a very
special woman, o good woman, She's

nteresin questinn

been loval 1o me, and I'm a big believer

in the great woman behind the man. |
it with Bob
™ His wile, Suranne, 1s a Predt pinsy-

aingely suc-

Wirigl the chairn

force, and Bob is an ax
cessful man, I've seen it the ather way,
oo, When Andre Agassi was married o
Brooke Shields, he couldn’t play

His ranking [ell

y 2O, and he'd get

wn off the court. I thaink Brooke
Shoelds 15 a wonderful sirl; 1 know her
| he married Steli Gral and all
LI | len he was al |||I'.[I|=I. one again

PLaYeoY: Whar has Melania added o
vour life?
TRUMP: I've had a sue

Melana in . The last

essful career with
five yvears have
’ my most succesziul. So mavbe 1its
the woman behind the man or the luck
|

ol the woman behind the man, but we've

had a good run, and she's greal
pLAYBOY: She's a model. You're a billon-

Melania is a very special woman, a good woman.
She’s been loyal to me, and I'm a big believer in
the great woman behind the man.

date together:

TRUMP: We love 1o watch

gether, but we don't get 1o hang out as

much as 1'd like

for me every migh
In Eact, her

she's too good of

television o

hll'_ '.l'.'l = "||:'\- |..|].J:'|"

'_-||i.|I -U'I_'Ih-’ when vou're with her

pPLAYBOY: What's vour relationship with

Ivana like these days?

TRuUmMP: | would say it's okav. 1 woulds
sav outstanding, but it's okay

PLAYBOY: Do you talk to her:

TRUMP: When I don't think
perly appreciated what 1've

NCCCH5MTY

and I've « TTLTTH |

done a lol,

han she has been walling o admn
PLAYBOYT: How about Marla:

TRUMP: We have a mice relatonship, Mar
% a kind woman, but in all Gurness she

wasn't for me. She's a very spiritual per-
son, perhaps too spiritual for me, and 63
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she's given me a great daughrer in

[iffany. Marla and | should have been
friends, not necessurily married
praveoy: You wrote in The Ari of the
that women are gold diggers. D
vou soll
mrume: 1 think it's hard for women who go
out with very wealthy rovs not 1o get
el by that hifestyle-—the apariment

it the 1op of 11-.'|: Iower, the helicop
id airplanes 1

1 ATe

more ean 1 me than a woman. |
Ve dnd respect l||| m, I've known a lot of
really good women and have had amazing
relationships over the years. But
wen, there are good ones and bad ones
PLAYBOY: How aften are viou alovme
TRUMP: Lately not so much, becaase [ live
with Melania and we have a nice |

as with

ogether,

pLaYBoY: Do you miss the alone time
Don't you crave it
TRUMP: Listen, Melania reallv undet
itands me. She gives me tremendou

She can read mu

ocrasionallv?

body I've ever known, She understands

when | want m be alone, and she'll juist

leave me. 've been with other peaple

I sav, " O3, you're not talking 1

m “---1'1:-|h1r|:_;~ wrong, Why aren't we
lking down the stre gether? V

ping this togrether?” Bul Mela
hen o oo the _'__‘i_l_ll---||

t makes hie a lor casier

PLAYBOY: Speaking of heing in the mood,

are vou a fan of A AT

TRUMP: Mo | think Viagra

wonderful if vou need it, il vou have

medical issues, if vou've had surgery, 'y

| 181 ey

muned if there wer:

il IJI 3 WO

,.
Mnia can betl w

1'm mon

er needed 1. Frankly,

i anti-Viagra, §
thing with the apposite effect. I'm not
bragging. I'm just

I've always said,

hucky. | |i.t:-||| need i

If vou need Viagra

vou're probably with the
PLAYBOY: How appropria

sexuality in today's business world? One
isf rhx hig

criticisms of The 1_'.III'-.'| e was

ymen on the show shamelessly
x appeal to manipulate men
they wanted

vomen on the show were

TnuMF I
heauriful and ver

v sexual, o the !"i'iljl.
where | actually took them o task Tor i
Fhey were really out there |

But they weren't

or a while

doing anvthing that

41 ‘_'.‘-:..'. Cxasl

eyEnead

sort of thing «

business. But come on, sexuality has

been important since the beginning of
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hey re wrong

-

ol reale
TRUMP: |
they were (li
but there's
||r~in'__' attractive, voung and confident

the 4

never suw them flirt. Perhaps
ting with me in a business
SCTISE, nothing wrong with
{ posile sex
PLAYBOY: W hat ad

.:.1-.:_:i'.r. r Ivanka abom
TRUMP: | just tell her
smart and beawniful, and hopetully she'll
learn. But you can tell children onlvy so
u ther get it right or they

1 be caretul. She's

They o
| wn L et il ngnl.

pLAYBOY: How did she feel about youn
remarks on Howard Stern's

radio show
that New England Patriots quarterback
l'om Braey is the only man good
enough o here

TRUMP: | kid Tom, but he's a

mune. | think he's a gres

[riend of
{ charactier .| LR |

o Efow DM when e was a |'.|[_'<_' af 4
tterbug contest I entered alter '_E||.'
atriots won the \i=!|-|r“.' Bowl. He's a win-
ner, and by that | mean every tme he
I'||_'r'l|-\. to make the pass hies makes 1L You
have other guvs in the NFI1

P

and in life

= equipment but don't

and 1 think he and [vanka would make a
eredl combination
pLAYBOY: What does Ivanka think?
TRUMP: My daughter | boviriend and
cs h PPy with | it Tom
would make any Bather-in-law proud
pLaYeoY: [t must be ditlicult being Donald
Trump's child. "|'t'u four children have
security and undoubtedly all the marerial

1 Brady

[HIRSC S50 S rIr-l '--IJ.-’|.|~; |".'.

yme of them, such as Donald Jr, a

uaness. Wha sense of the pres
sure that's on them to out-Ii wmp your
TRUMP: | think there's pressure on them
but net too much, 1 hope. It's not easy
for them. When their Gather does a tele
the numbes
O program when their father s by fan
York

tough to have

5 YOUI

on show and 1t becomes
he bigges

igh o hear, It's also
children grow up in this crazy limelighe
adjusted well—thev're
good students, they went
o] schools—bur o h
is to find private tme with my chuil

t devel VPET 10 M

INiey ve SMArt

they've been

Lougnesl

dren. Even when | take them out o a
restaurant, people come up and go
cruzy. I've never been the kind of gy
whi I.||n'.|__-\. |]ij S0 ol 1o
[:-lﬂ csitch, but I think 'm a i
PLAYBOY: W1

Were you rebellious?

TRUMP: |

o fathes

1at kind of son were vou

That's why my

was very bad

parents sent me (o a military academy. |

was rebellious. Not violent or anything,
| behaved. T once
« one of my teachers a black eve

bt I wasn't exactly wel

| back to my parents and o pe
i"'lFl.L:'- are like
sratty hehavior, but 1 certainly wasn't the

genecral

periect child
PLAYBOY: Yer vou went into the Lamily
business the minute you graduated

from Wharton. And that was in 1968
when other peaple yvou Wi
heading 1o er Hanghi ur
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Vietnam. Did vou for a moment consider
pac k]:’[s up a 11!|L'1h.'l:ﬁ_l""r'| van and
cruising to Woodstoek

rrump: No. When | graduated, it was all
about work. I loved working as much as
mv father did, right from the start.
PLAYBOY: A pavchiatrisl once commented
that vou have an “overmastering need o
escape the shadow of your father”
trumMp: 1 wouldn't dispure that. T'm a
1-qr:|Eu_-L'1L|\'r person, It's not an overly
complex theory; I've heard it with
|I'HF“‘!LL to many successful sons. [ totally
lovved my Father, but | would say that in
the beginning cspecially 1 was competi
pve with my Bither, ves

pLAYBOY: How were you two different?
TRumP: That's a tough question 1o answer
We had a lot of the sune qualities i feTIms
ol negotianon, in erms of certain aspects
of running a business. My father under-
stood how 1o build, and [ learned a lo
from him. | leamed about constructon,
abour building. But it | had an edge over
my father, it might have been in con-
cepts—the concept of a building. It also
might have been in scope. | would rather
sell apartments w billionares who want
1o live on Fifth Avenue and H7th Srreet
than zell apartments to people in Brook-
Ivn who are wonderful people bur are
going to chisel me down because every
penny is important. My father never really
got away from Brooklyn anid Queens. He
wits very successful there, bhut he was
more comfortable selling a piece of land
i1 Brookiyn for $1 a foot chan in Manhar
tin for §1,000 a foot. You have 1o be com
[urtable with whal you're doing or you
won't be successful. [ used o stand on the
other side of the East River and look at
Manhaman, 1'd always admired the greac
buildings, and now I own many of them
| own the land under the Empire State
Building. | own 40 Wall Street, which for
a time was the tallest building i the
world and now, sadly, is the tallest build
ing i downtown Manhattan

pLAYBOY: What gave you the idea that
viou could do more?

TRUMP: A combination of my mother and
my father, | think, My mother was a
preal homemaker, She also had good
promotional skills and was a great story
teller. She came from Scotland, and she
would sit and read abour the Enghsh
roval family any chance she could, 17
there was a royal wedding on TV, she
could watch it for 24 straight hours, She
loved pomp and pageantry. My father
wasn't into pomp and pageanery, That's
why he loved Brooklyn and Queens and
why he was so good at what he did there
Pomp and pageantry aned a love of busi
ness—if you put the two of them together,
& rh.i.i_.z. yon have Donald Trump.
PLAYBOY: Are vou someons who talks out
vour parcnt issues with a psych jalristy
TRUMP: Mo,

PLaYBOY: Why?

TRUMP: Because 1'm too busy and because
1 enjoy my life. A lot of people see psychi-

atrists becuuse they don't have enough on
their mind. 1 spend so much time think-
ing about buildings and deals and clubs
and doing what 1 do that 1 don't have
time Lo get into trouble mentally. 1 don't
knock psychiarry. | have friends who can'’t
live without it. They look forward to 1
and go five, six, seven times a week. But 1
don't like that. It's a crutch.

pLavsoy: We always read about your
famous fear of germs, A psychiatrist
would have a field dav with that one. [s i
still an issue?

TRUMP: The concept ol shaking hands is
absolutely ternble, and stansucally T've
been proven right. Many studics have
found that you catch colds and who
knows what else from shaking hands, A
guy walked mto my ollice two weeks Ago
He shook my hand, hugged me, sat down
and said, 1 have the worst flu ['ve ever
had.” The guy looked hke he was dving,
and he'd just shaken my hand. T sd
“Why did you shake my hand?” Prur]:lr
don't have a clue. It's disgusting. Then he
wanted to shake my hand when 1 left. |
said, "Look, you just told me vou're
dying of the flu-and I'm supposed o
shake vour hand?” Dut honestly, 1 don’
feel crippled by ic 1 just wash my hands
pLAYBOY: What about your remper? In
the book Trumped!, an unauthorized
biography, vour former employee John
O’'Donnell describes vour ripping
upholstery out of a limo, ramming your
fist through nle in a casino, yelling at
pilots for rough §4tuimgi How's that
Donald doing these days, and why didn't
wie e him on The Apprenticer

TRUMP: O Donnell is a loser. He toally
made thar up. I hardly even knew this
guy. He wasn't very good at what he did.
I've had many books written aboutr me,
amnid i almost all mstances they just make
things up and say whatever they want,
even ifit's towal nonsense. [ ripped the in-
tenor oul of hmousines? Cave me a break
PLAYBOY: When was the last Lime vou
sereamed at an employee?

TRUMP: It might have been two days apo,
bt it wasn't out of anger; i
of }:1".!.'111_-_: them 1o do a beties job. Some-
rirmes that works better than honey. 1 don’
actually have a bad iemper. T call it con-
mrolled violence. 1 get angry at people for
incompetence. | pet angry at people who
are gecing paid a lot of money and don’t
lonk sharp when they work for me. Thar's
one reason | do better than everybody
else. That's one reason 1 get more per
square foot than other real estate people.
That's part of why I'm so successhul
PLAYBOY: Does one project stand out?
TRUMP: ['ve always loved Trump Tower,
It's mot my maost successful buillding
because of the size. It's a big building,
68 stories. Many of my jobs are more
financially successiul. A perlect example
is Manhattan's west side rail vards,
where [ built Trump Place, which has
almost 6,000 units and 10 million square
feet. Tr's actually the most successful job
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it New York, but nobody knows about it
because it's along the Hudson River, By
comparison, the new Time-Warner
Center in Columbus Circle is only 2 mil
lion square feet. Trump Place is at a berca-
tion where it's not so evident, vet it's five
times the size of Time-Warner,

pLaYeoT: And the road (o building it was
a long one. It took vou 10 years 1o gel
that job done. Pracocally ever ybody on
Manhattan's Upper West Side hated vou
because they thought it would cast shad-
ows and change the culture of a beloved
r1:'i!:;|1|1<:1'+1|le-.

trRumP: They hated me. There were riots
on the west side when I was building i
[ be honest, the near collapse of New
York during the 19905 is what got it
done, It New York had been doing well,
we waould never have gotten the zoning
for thar job. It's always good 10 get zon
ing in bad times and build in good times
It took 10 vears, and now n's paving off,
which says evervthing about sticking o
it. Never give up. It was a tough job, but
it was an amazing experience. 1 think
I'm somehody with a greal imagination
who understands people and under-
stands quality, and when 1 put i all
together | do some nteresnng things
rLaYBOY: [t would have been great o
hear your ideas for some of the team
projects on The Affrentice. For instance,
how would vou have sold lemonade on
the streets of New York?

TRUMP: The women did an amazing job
Fhey were dressed beautifully, and a lot
of guys wanted to buy lemonade (rom
them. So naturally, the women blew the
men out of the water. As for the men, |
certainly wouldn't have been at the Ful
ton Fish Market—that was a terrible
idea. And [ wouldn't have dressed in a
suit and ue, because who buys lemonade
from a man in a suil and pe? No way. |
would have gone immediately 1o a gav
sevction of Manhartan.

PLAYBOY: Because’

TRUMP: Because [ think a gay man would
feel really comfortable buying lemonade
from another man. Or else [ would have
hired beautiful women to sell the lemon-
ade, The men p'i{_'kt_‘d the worst locaton
Kwiume ;:il'kt‘d the Fulton Fish Marker,
and it was a disappoinring choice, He
wias [ucky to have survived thar one.
PLAYBOY: 3o vou ever worry abour losing
it alle

TRUMP: | trv not to. [n the early 19%0s 1
was highly leveraged when the real
estate market collapsed. I'd borrowed a
lot and had lows of debr. Many of my
friends and enemies 1n the real estate
business filed for bankrupicy, but |
never had to. [ got it all back. Actually,
the Gummness Boak af World Records lists me
as having made the greatest personal
financial comehack in history. Through
it all, 1 had great relationships with
banks. The ones [ used then T stll use
today, The hardest ['ve ever worked in
my life was the period from 1990 1o

1954, bt my husiness is now biggt‘: and
stronger than ever before. 1 wouldn't
want to do it again, but I learned that the
world can change on the head of a dime,
and that keeps things in perspective,
pLaYBoY: Now that vou've achieved so
much, why not give it all awav, as Bill
Gares and David Geffen have done:
TRUMP: | do give millions of dollars a
year, but 1 do it ]:'II‘W}IIJI"\. Iju:l wrile
checks and give it awaw.

pLavBoY: But the Donald |. Trump Foun-
dation contributed only $287,000
according to its most recent report
TRUMP: ['m surprised it's even that high,
hecause it's not what you'd call a living
foundation. [ts set up for after I...when
it's no longer my time. The foundation
will become very active at that point, Bul
my business 15 a hinde different from Bill
Gates's business. Bricks and mortan
buildings—don't necessarily divide as
casily as stock in a public company. I also
have my son in the business. My daugh
ter will be coming in, and | have another
son coming up. They all like the real
cstate business, and as long as that's the
situation, 1'd be more inclined to leave il
o the children than give it all to chanry
PLAYBOY: Is it true that you've never had
a glass of alcohol?

TRUMP: |'ve never had drugs and neves
had alcohol and never had a cup of collee
I have had other things that perhaps peo
phe wouldn't like. | certinly love women
in abundance, And [ enjoy my work 1o the
point that I don't even consider it work,
PLAYBOY: Yet yvou were always showing
up at places where drugs were being
used. You must have been the only

multimillionaire during the heyday of

Studio 54 who wasn't snorting cocaine in
the bathroom.

TRUMP: Yeah, | guess | probably was one of
the few people there not domng drugs.
PLAYBOY: Whar was vour wildess memor
from those days?

TRUMP: You saw things at Studio 54 that
you had never seen before. You would
see pot one superstar but 30 of them,
and you'd suddenly realize how many
so-called superstars there are, Or }-(Hlll.l
see the top models in the world getung
serewed on tables in the middle of the
dunce Moor. You would see things you

Jjust don't see today primarily because off

ALDS and other diseases. But it was
incredible. You'd see the most beautilul
women in the world, the most beautful
peaple in the world. Then, an hour lat
er, you'd see them making love right in
front of vou. And I'm there saying,
Excuse me*
PLAYRBOY: And what were you up Lo?
TRUMP: | was there having a good nume
You don't need drugs and alcohol 1o
have a good dme. You can get high on
life, That's what I do.
PLAYBOY: Were vou dating a million
models at the time?
TrRUMP: A million. T was dating lows and
lots of women. [ just had a great nme
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They were greal vears, but that was pre-
AIDS, and you could do things in those
days that today you're at risk doing,
AIDS has changed a lot.

PLAYBOY: Was there a time when you
worried about AIDS because of all
you'd doner

TRumMP: There was, but [ got tested. |
think it's hard lor voung kids today. It's a
whole different thing. T tell my sons just
1o get a nice girlfriend and be happy,
because it's dangerous out there. It's
Vietnam. | gucss now we can say s
[rag—same deal, right?

pLayesoy: Let's talk aboul that, You were
considering a run for the presidency n
2000, How would a Trump candidacy
have been different in 2004 7

TRUMP: First let me say that although |
got ridiculonsly high pell numbers, uli
mately | decided [ didn't want to run
primarily because 1 would have had 10
do it on the Reform Party ticket, and |
thought the Reform Party was a total dis-
aster. You would go to a meenung, there
would be fistfights, and it was ridiculous
So that wasn't for me. Bur things would
be a lot different today, from what 've
been witnessing, If 1 were president, |
would call Saudi Arabia in right now and
say, “You get those fuel prices down o
you're going Lo pay a heavy price,”
because they're ripping us off lefr and
right. Fuel is at an all-time high. 1 would
get Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in hne. We
saved Kuwair, These guys were siting in
London in the most beautiful horels
when Saddam Hussein ook their coun
try away from them. We put them back
into power and now they're ripping us
off for oil. T'll tell you one thing: 1T were
president, a whole different negotation
would be going on right now,

PLAYBOY: You've said the hirst Gulf war
contributed te your financial problems
in the 1990s, What will this war do?
TRUMP: The Persian Gulf war was a differ
ent thing. You conldn’t ger gasoline
that was a big difference—and interes
rates got up to 21, 22 percent. But this
war is a total catastrophe. We never
should have gone there. You could have
done spot hits instead of sending in the
troops. In all fairness, ' hornble on
both sides. 1 see beautiful lragi children
being killed and maimed. walking
around with no legs and no arms. Then |
see soldiers coming home with one arm
and one leg, and they're going 1o have o
live thar way—and for what? Sav any-
thing vou want, but Irag wasn't heavily
mto terrorsm. Saddam didn't allow er-
rorists, because he didn't want people
hlowing the hell out of his country. And
of course, il turns out there were no
weapons of mass destruction

pLaveoy: What do vou think should he
done now

Trume: [1's a catastrophic situaton be-
cause there's no way to get out without
losing face. As soon as we leave, the coun
try will be tken over by the next dictator

and then the next one. If we leave lrag
with a wonderful new government in
place, it will be overthrown in about 15
seconds, just as the Saudi government
would be overthrown in about 15 seconds
if we weren't protecting Saudi Arabia.
praveoyY: How do vou think all this will
affect the presidential elecuon?

TRUMP: | think it's going to be hard fo
Bush to be reelected because of the war,
The first Bush lost because of Traqg, and
the second Bush has a big chance: of los
ing because of Iraq too. No way will there
be a normal democratic government in
that country, in my opinion. The same
with Afghanistan. If anvbody thinks
Afrhanistan will become 4 normal, won
derful democrane country where avery-
body walks in on a Tuesday and votes, it's
not going to happen.

pLAYBOY: Do vou think John Kerry is the
man for the joh?

TRUMP: Well, | know bum. He's a great guy
He's a very smart guy. | think he's highly
underestimated, and 1 think he's going o
run an amazingly successful campaign,
Look at what he did in the primaries. 1t
appeared as if he was off the radar, and all

We saved Kuwait. We put
them back in power and now
they're riprpang us off for ml.
If T were president, a whaole
different negotiation would

be going on right now.

of a sudden he made this great comeback
| have a lecling he's going 1o do very well
PLAYBOY: Let's shuft gears for a moment
It was surprising to read in How fo Get
flich that you and Mark Burnett, the ex
ecutive producer of The Apprentice, share
a passion for Neil Young's music. Any
other musical skeletons in your closet?
TRUMP: | think Neil Young is a grear sto
ryteller, and certainly Mark Burnedt is a
great storvieller, T wak him down to the
I'a) Mahal to see Neil Young perform,
and Mark fell in love with him as an
entertainer. I've always been a fan. 1 like
others, too, | think Eminem is Gantastic,
and most people think I wouldn't like
Eminem. And did vou know my name i
in more black songs than any other
name in hip-hop? Black entertainers
love Donald Trump. Russell Simmans
told me that. Russell said, “You're in
more hip-hop songs than any other per
son,” like five of them lately. That's a
great honor for me.

PLAYBOY: Why does everything come
back to self-promoton for you? What's
the value in constantly telling people
how great vou are?

TRUMP: Because 1l yvou don’L, P]'uh.ﬂlh'

nobody else will. Whether ['m building
the best buildings in Chicago, New York
California or wherever | happen to be
huilding, 1 think 1 get credit for being a
great promoter. Actually, what T am is &
great builder. | build great things and
become successful, and everybody talks
about them, I'd like to be remembered
as somehody with a high standard of
taste who got the job done and also put
lots of people to work, made lots of mon
ey for the poor and fed a lot of families.
pLaveoy: Do you think Trump Tower
and your other buildings will bear your
name a hundred years from now?
TRUMP: No, | don't think so.

PLAYBOY: Why:

Trump: | don't think any building will be
here—and unless we have some very
smart people ruling it, the world will nom
be the same place in a hundred vears
The weapons are too pﬂh‘rrﬁa':, too
strong. Access to the weapons is getting
tewy easy, so | think the landscape we're
looking at will not be the same unless we
get smart people in office quickly.
PLAYBOY: That's frightening

TRUMP: You don't agree?

PLATYEOY: It's just surprising coming
from you. Your whole world is bricks
and mortar

RuMP: | had an uncle who was a grea
professor and a brilliant man—Dr. John
Trump, a professor at the Massachusetis
[nstitute of Technology, His whaole life
was devoted to the study and eradicarion
of cancer, and sadly, he died of cancer
But he was a brilliant scientst, and he
Wﬂuld rt'“ me wﬁ“-'ll}t‘"l‘ Are Et"l[“IH p- 24 ]
powerful today that humamity is in
tremendous trouble, This was 25 vears
ago, but he was right. The world is rocky,
and some terrible things are going to
happen. That's why 1 lead the life 1 do. |
enjoy it. [ know life is fragile, and if the
world looks like this a hundred yvears
{rom now, we'll either be very lucky or
have found unbelievably good leaders
somewhere down the line

pLaYBoY: One last guestion. You make
acquiring wealth look so easy. Why un't
everyone rich?

TRUMP: Some people aren’'t meant 1o be
rich. It's like when Babe Ruth was the
greatest home run hitter. There had
never been anvbody like him, and his
teammates would ask, “Babe, Babe, how
o vou hit the long hall?" And he'd say, “1
don't know, man. | just swing at " | see
it hike that 1t's just something vou have,
something you're born with. Many peo-
ple don't have the ability to be rich,
because they're oo lazy or they dan'i
have the desire or the stck-to-itiveness.
It's a talent. Some people have a talent
for pano. Some p-ﬂ'l'plr have a talent for
raising a family. Some people have a Ll
ent for goll. 1 just happen to have a ralent
for making money.




